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a part-time female probation officer in 1932. The increase in the
number of persons (both male and female) charged with larceny may
also be connected with the Increased use of a probation system, as
many employers and others may be more willing to bring charges
when they realize that a conviction will not necessarily lead to
imprisonment.
Reviewed as a whole the general position does not lend itself easily
to a summary statement. Most of the crimes in the Survey Area
appear to be committed by Its Inhabitants.1 In Abingdon, crime
seems to be less due to local Inhabitants than to strangers. One may
note with approval the decline in the more serious crimes of violence
and the low rate (despite the figures of 1936) of sexual crime. The
rise in "other crimes against property5 Is also noticeable, but the cases
are chiefly of petty larceny and are at least not rising faster than the
growth of population. We may regard the fall in cases of drunkenness
as indicating an Increase in sobriety, although we may be more sceptical
of the evidential value of the fall In the recorded cases of prostitution.
The rise in the number of female offenders over 30 is a curious
circumstance, but the cause of it, if Indeed it be more than a casual
phenomenon, is obscure. In the treatment of crime, the increasing
use of the probation system and of Borstal and approved schools as
alternative institutions to prison, together with the activities of the
juvenile courts, are encouraging developments which It Is hoped may
be taken farther. The most disquieting feature Is the growth in the
number of juvenile first offenders In the rural part of the Survey Area.
While much of this increase may be due only to Increased activity
by the police and the courts, enough remains to give point to the
demand for a greater employment of preventive and protective
measures, whether by statutory or voluntary bodies.
1 See Tabk H in Appendk VOL